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AUSTRALIA. 

TASMANIA. 

By  Consul  W.  A.  Biekers,  Hobart. 

Tasnuuiia,  an  island  State  of  Australia,  has  an  area  of  -20.000  square 
miles  and  a  population  of  200,000.  During  the  present  time,  when 
so  much  of  the  energy  of  the  State  is  being  utilized  in  the  European 
war,  there  must  be  some  relaxation  in  the  matter  of  public  improve- 
ments and  general  industrial  enterprise.  Nevertheless,  during  V.)l(\ 
the  State  devoted  much  money  to  the  development  of  hydroelectric 
schemes  and  a  large  plant  was  begun  for  the  electric  treatment  of 
zinc  concentrates,  both  of  which  are  events  of  great  importance  to 
the  industrial  progress  of  the  State. 

Throughout  the  year  the  rainfall  was  abundant;  crops  and  pasturcn 
were  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  while  most  products  of  the  soil 
enjoyed  a  good  demand  at  satisfactory  prices  those  engaged  in  rais- 
ing apples  and  hops  did  not  participate  in  this  prosperity,  as  jirices 
of  these  products  were  far  below  normal.  Sheep  farmers  enjoyed 
an  especially  prosperous  year  and  grain  growers  harvested  abnormal 
crops,  which  were  disposed  of  at  favorable  prices.  Lumbering,  on 
account  of  the  lessened  home  demand  and  the  impossibility  of  ob- 
taining ships  for  over-sea  markets,  was  far  from  prosperous,  Ijut 
mining  proved  very  profitable,  though  in  most  of  the  mining  centers 
there  was  a  decided  scarcity  of  labor. 
Favorable  Trade  Conditions  in  1916. 

Tasmania  on  a  whole  enjoyed  a  high  degree  of  prosperity  in  li)iC. 
and  the  people  had  larger  sums  than  usual  to  satisfy  their  wants. 
Merchants  almost  without  exception  report  favorable  sales,  while 
merchants  supplying  articles  of  luxury  are  unanimous  in  claiming 
that  J91(»  was  by  far  the  best  in  their  experience.  Dealers  in 
women's  and  children's  clothes  had  a  large  tiu-nover  at  good  prices. 
The  absence  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  young  men  of  the  State  on 
war  service  made  some  decrease  in  the  volume  of  sales  in  men's  ap- 
parel, but  in  spite  of  the  smaller  number  of  patrons  dealers  even  in 
these  lines  were  able  to  show  better  profits  than  in  many  former 
years. 

Dealers  in  machinery  and  machines  did  not  find  a  heavy  demand 
for  their  goods,  but  as  most  of  these  firms  are  large  importing  and 
exporting  houses  their  losses  in  sales  of  machinery  Avere  more  than 
recouped  from  the  larger  sales  efl'ected  in  other  lines. 

During  the  winter  months  there  was  some  complaint  on  the  part 
of  merchants  that  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  transportation  of  goods 
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from  over-sea  sources.  During  the  later  months,  however,  it  be- 
came necessary  that  many  boats  shoukl  come  to  Australia  to  carry 
foodstuffs  to  England  and  these  ships  offered  ample  space  for  all 
goods  destined  for  this  country.  Kegardless  of  the  ample  space  of- 
fered, freights  continued  very  high  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  high 
import  duties,  made  it  impossible  to  import  many  bulky  goods  of 
low  value  of  kinds  that  could  be  produced  in  Australia.  As  a  result 
the  impetus  in  the  manufacture  of  these  goods,  which  started  soon 
after  the  outbreak  of  war,  gained  in  strength,  and  in  many  such  lines 
Australia  will  probably  be  practically  independent  of  foreign  sup- 
plies even  when  conditions  become  normal. 
Tariff  Preference  and  Its  Results. 

At  present  most  of  the  imports  into  Tasmania  come  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States,  with  lesser  amounts  from 
British  colonies  and  other  allied  and  neutral  states.  Regardless 
of  present  restrictions,  American  goods  are  finding  an  ever  increas- 
ing sale  on  this  market,  and  if  transportation  can  be  obtained  in 
the  future,  there  should  be  every  opportunity  to  make  larger  sales, 
as  it  is  becoming  very  difficult  for  merchants  to  obtain  their 
usual  supplies  from  Euro]iean  sources.  In  addition  to  the  scarcity 
of  tonnage  and  the  difficult}^  of  placing  orders  in  Europe,  consid- 
eration must  also  be  given  to  the  high  insurance  that  has  to  be  borne 
by  goods  from  the  war  zone;  this  item  should  make  it  possible  for 
many  lines  of  American  goods  to  compete  here  that  formerly  were 
obtained  almost  entirely  from  the  United  Kingdom.  After  the  war 
closer  business  relations,  better  shipping  connections,  and  lower 
tariff'  rates  will  make  British  goods  predominant  in  this  market. 
The  Official  Year  Book  of  Australia  gives  the  following  data  relative 
to  the  effect  of  the  preferential  tariff  lipon  imports  into  Australia 
for  the  year  1913,  since  which  time  there  has  been  an  extension  of 
the  list  of  articles  on  which  the  United  Kingdom  enjoys  preference: 


Items. 

From 

Ignited 

Kingdom. 

From 
British  pos- 
sessions. 

From 

foreiTi 

comitries. 

Total. 

Imports  affected  by  preferential  tariff: 

£7,512,725 
17,17fi,019 

£7  512  725 

£500, 274 

£13,010,358 

31  2S5  651 

Total                   

24,688,744 

12,454,039 
3,  SOS,  020 

500, 274 

5, 152, 283 
2,151,926 

13, 610, 358 

8,513,407 
7,319,058 

38,799,376 
26,119  729 

Imports  not  affected  by  preferential  tariff: 

Free 

Dutiable 

1^,277,004 

Total 

10,260,059 

7,304,209 

15,832,465 

39,  .396, 733 

40,948,803 
378,899 

7, 804, 483 
1,170,631 

29,442,823 
4,014 

78, 196, 109 
1,553,544 

Grand  total 

41,327,702 

8,975,114 

29,446,837 

79,749,653 

The  imports  diirin.c  1913  of  United  Kinadom  origin,  favored  by  preference, 
amounted  to  £24.688,744,  representing  60.29  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  of 
inercliandise  from  tliat  country,  against  £2.5,257,961  (6.5.42  per  cent)  during 
1912.  Under  the  preferentinl  tnriff  tliese  imports  would  be  sub.iect  to  duty 
equivalent  to  an  average  ad  valorem  rate  of  12.48  per  cent,  as  compared  with 
an  average  rate  of  18.54  per  cent  which  the  same  goods  vv'ould  be  required  to 
pay  under  the  general  t.»riff  rates — an  advantage  of  f  1.248.253  in  the  amount 
of  duty.  The  actual  amount  of  rebate  allowed  on  United  Kingdom  good.? 
entered  for  home  consumption  during  1913.  under  varving  rates  of  duty,  was 
£1,244,074. 
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Direct  Foreign  Trade  and  Trade  with  Australian  Mainland. 

The  foreign-trade  ligiires  fiirnislied  by  the  custom  authorities  for 
this  State  indicate  the  trend  of  the  trade,  but  the  import  figures 
represent  onlj^  such  foreign  goods  as  arc  entered  through  the  local 
customhouses.  No  statistics  are  available  as  to  the  value  of  foreign 
goods  obtained  by  Tasmanian  merchants  from  importers  in  the  large 
trade  centers  of  Australia,  such  as  Melbourne  and  Sj^dney,  nor  are 
any  statistics  kept  as  to  the  value  of  goods  of  Australian  origin 
imported  into  this  State.  It  is  estimated,  however,  that  the  total 
imports  into  Tasmania  are  nearly  $25,000,000,  of  which  $5,000,000 
represents  the  value  of  goods  imported  direct  from  foreign  countries, 
$10,000,000  that  of  foreign  goods  sold  by  importers  in  Melbourne  anct 
Sydney  to  local  merchants,  and  $10,000,000  that  of  the  products  of 
other  Australian  States  that  find  a  market  in  Tasmania.  The  ex- 
ports from  Tasmania,  according  to  the  customs,  are  valued  at  about 
$3,000,000,  but  in  this  figure  no  consideration  is  given  to  the  large 
amount  of  mineral  wealth  that  finally  finds  its  way  to  foreign 
markets  through  exporters  in  INIelbourne,  nor  to  the  large  amounts 
of  hops,  apples,  fruits,  lumber,  skins,  potatoes,  and  other  products 
that  are  shipped  from  Tasmania  to  all  parts  of  Australia.  The  total 
exports  of  Tasmania  are  usually  deemed  to  l^e  of  higher  value  than 
the  imports,  but  no  accurate  figures  are  available.  While  many 
countries  find  a  market  for  their  products  in  Tasmania,  the  bulk  of 
Tasmanian  exports  are  consumed  in  the  other  States  of  Australia, 
with  the  exception  of  wool,  skins  and  hides,  minerals,  a  part  of  the 
apple  crop,  and  jam,  which  are  exported  directly  or  indirectly  to 
England  and,  in  small  quantities,  to  other  countries. 

Direct  Purchases  from  United  States. 

The  direct  imports  from,  the  United  States  for  191^)  were  valued 
at  $820,0()1,  in  comparison  with  $874,374  for  1915  and  $600,592  for 
1913,  the  best  pre-war  year  for  American  imports.  The  following 
table  gives  imports  into  Tasmania  from  the  United  States,  by  articles, 
inl913, 1915,  and  1916: 


Articles. 


Apparel  and  soft  goods. . . 

Boots  and  shoes 

Brush  ware 

Clocks  and  watches 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Earthen  and  cliina  ware. 

Fish 

Glass  and  glassware 

Implements,  agricultural, 

horticultural,  etc 

Instruments,  musical . . . . 

Iron  and  steel 

Lamps  and  lampwarc 

Machines  and  machinery. 
Metals,  and  manufactures 

of 

Oils: 

Kerosene 

Turpentine 

Other 


1913 

1915 

1916 

$17,582 
2,297 

705 
5,124 
2,097 

384 
7,411 
1,678 

US,  179 
2,218 
876 
3,363 
6,229 
10,054 
12, 906 
13, 616 

858, 447 
2,141 
1,149 

2,  098 
1,825 

13, 801 

23, 320 

1,980 

53 

2, 345 

91,013 

17,843 
2,565 
2,404 
1,932 

80, 789 

24, 372 
5,314 
6, 424 
3. 810 

75, 621 

27,807 

71,  674 

41,073 

39,  749 
3,075 
07,  554 

21,  593 
2,550 
39, 205 

43, 531 

94, 751 

-Articles. 


$12,760 
18, 298 
10, 215 
9, 884 

34,  sai 


Paints  and  varnishes. . . 

Paper 

Railway  material 

Rubber  goods 

Timber 

Tin  plate 

Tobacco  manufactures. 

Tools  of  trade 

Vehicles  and  parts 

AVax.  paraffin 

Wheat I 

All  other  art  ides S3, 528 


1913        1915 


42, 343 
27, 539 
5,'),  016 
12, 531 


Tolal. 


600,  592 


S7,  519 

10,  799 

9, 100 

5,713 

31,661 


34, 095 
18, 128 
30, 104 
10,  774 
309, 826 
101, 632 


874, 347 


1916 


$11,704 
19, 486 


40, 406 
15, 593 
70, 482 
22, 585 
21,593 
mi,  398 


90, 457 


820,  061 


Predominance  of  United  Kingdom  in  Tasmanian  Trade. 

The  following  table  of  imports  into  Tasmania  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  tlie  Britisli  colonies,  aud  the  T"^iiit('d  States  in  M)l('>  shows 
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that  reo'ardless  of  the  heav^'^  drain  of  the  war  the  United  Kingdom 
retained  about  GO  per  cent  of  the  import  trade  of  Tasmania,  a  figure 
very  little  below  its  normal  proportion  in  this  market: 


Articles. 


Aloand  beer 

Apparel  and  soft  goods. 

Boots  and  shoes 

Cocoa  and  chocolate 

Confectionery 

Cordage 

Drugs  and  chemicals... 
Earthen  and  china  ware. 

Hals  and  caps 

Implements   and    ma- 

chineiy 

Instruments,  musical. . 

Iron  aiid  steel 

Jute  goods 


Cniled 
King- 
dom. 


817. 
1, 22G, 
30, 
22, 
23, 
35, 
41, 
37, 
28, 


94, 161 
30, 333 
67.  859 

2,929 


British 
posses- 
sions. 


$13, 875 
1,059 


10 
10, 677 
73 
10 
34 

20, 254 


46, 050 


United 
States. 


$58, 449 
2,140 


204 

332 

2,097 

1,  825 

SSI 

99, 992 

5,314 

6,424 

39 


Articles. 


Leather 

Metals,  and    manufac- 
tures of 

Oils(bul'c) 

Paints  and  varnishes.. 

Paper 

Rubber  good.s 

Spirits 

Timber 

Tobacco 

Voliicles 

All  other  articles 

Total 


United 
ICing- 
dom. 


82,944 

156, 107 
13, 657 
41,223 

78, 438 

16,  501 

57, 233 

1,100 

1.644 

55, 829 

874, 469 


2, 957, 453 


British 

posses- 
sions. 


S3, 317 
49 


20, 974 
18. 099 
5, 524 
2,832 
2,268 
95,913 
90, 260 


ITnitcd 
States. 


$292 

41.0S3 
138, 437 
11,801 
19, 483 
40,416 
807 
15. 427 
22, 585 
103, 398 
188, 632 


331,278  820,061 


A  careful  consideration  of  the  amount  of  various  items  imported 
from  England  should  give  those  interested  an  idea  of  the  kinds  and 
volume  of  imports  needed  here.  As  many  of  these  imports  from 
England  are  the  products  of  raw  material  that  has  to  be  imported 
into  that  country,  it  seems  as  if  American  manufacturers  should 
have  a  fair  chance  to  compete  with  British  manufacturers,  in  spite 
of  the  tariff  preference,  in  products  made  of  raw  materials  that  are 
produced  in  the  United  States. 

Exports  Chiefly  to  Other  States  of  Australia — American  Purchases. 

Most  of  the  exports  from  Tasmania  are  sold  to  the  other  States 
of  Australia,  though  some  of  these  goods  are  then  reshipped  to  for- 
eign countries.  England  is  now  taking  all  the  Tasmanian  wool 
and  in  191G  about  800,000  cases  of  apples  were  sent  to  that  country. 
These  two  item-s  formed  the  bulk  of  the  direct  exports  from  tiiis 
State. 

Exports  to  the  United  States  have  never  been  of  great  impor- 
tance. Local  exporters  have  never  had  any  difficulty  in  disposing 
of  their  goods  upon  the  mainland  or  in  England  and  there  has  been 
no  inducement  for  them  to  seek  new  markets.  This  will  probably 
be  less  the  case  in  the  future,  as  the  people  are  beginning  to  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  having  more  markets  for  their  products.  New 
markets  for  apples,  leather,  and  jam  are  being  investigated,  while  in 
the  future  other  products,  such  as  tin,  skins  and  fur  skins,  lumber, 
and  many  minerals  should  find  a  favorable  market  in  the  United 
States. 

Tje  exports  to  the  United  States  for  1915  and  1916  were  as  follows : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

•     191G 

Jam 

S4, 122 

1,491 

588 

76,406 

57,825 

Timber 

$187 

Osmiridiura 

Wool 

8136,250 

S445 

Total 

S  kins 

136,695 

140,619 

Tin 

There  was  exported  to  Hawaii  $3.oOG  worth  of  jam  in  1915  and 
$5,U^^  worth  in  191G. 
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Favorable  Crop  Year.    . 

On  account  of  favorable  weatlier  conditions  and  as  a  result  of  the 
countiy-wide  propaganda  for  larger  crops,  the  crops  of  Tasmania 
for  the  1915-lG  season  were  much  larger  than  for  many  years  pre- 
vious. Though  most  of  these  products  were  sold  at  favorable  prices, 
farmers  did  not  exert  the  same  efforts  on  the  1010-17  crop  and  there 
was  a  large  decrease  in  the  acreage  planted.  As  the  season  proved 
extremely  wet,  yields  were  much  below  those  of  the  former  season. 
The  yields  of  the  principal  crops  for  the  last  three  seasons  compare^ 
as  follows : 


Crops. 

-  1914-15 

1915-16 

1916-17 

Wheat 

Oats 

bushels . . 

do.... 

384,220 
1,341,800 

5,051 
99,147 

131,576 
74, 191 
81,971 
78,907 

993,790 
2,189,467 

11,149 
104,374 

122,585 
61,889 

168,449 
79,890 

348,330 
1,005,293 

liarley: 

do.... 

9, 823 

EngUsh 

I'eas: 

(iray 

Blue 

Hay        

do.... 

do.... 

do.... 

tons.. 

78,873 

177, 950 
118,831 
103,141 

Potatoes 

do.... 

67,038 

Conditions  in  Hop  Trade. 

In  addition  to  the  crops  mentioned,  Tasmania  supplies  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  hops  used  in  Australia,  On  account  of  an  import  duty 
of  12  cents  per  pound,  producers  usually  obtain  25  cents  or  more 
per  pound;  but,  as  the  crop  in  1916  was  above  normal  and  hop 
brokers  had  made  contracts  for  large  quantities  of  foreign  hops,  the 
market  became  depressed  and  hops  were  sold  as  low  as  10  cents  per 
pound.  This  price  was  far  below  the  cost  of  production  and  hop 
growers  at  once  appealed  to  the  Government  to  place  an  embargo 
on  the  importation  of  hops  so  that  they  could  dispose  of  their  crop 
without  competition.  To  this  appeal  action  was  not  taken  in  time 
to  be  of  any  assistance  in  marketing  the  1916  crop.  To  prevent  a 
recurrence  of  last  year's  slump  in  prices,  it  has  been  decided  to 
restrict  imports,  and  prices  this  year  have  been  upon  a  profitable 
basis,  although  the  crop  this  season  was  nearly  as  large  as  last  year's 
(nearly  2,000,000  pounds)  and  consumption  has  decreased  through- 
out the  Commonwealth. 
Ready  Sale  for  Fruits — Apple  Crop  and  Exports, 

The  fruit  crop  for  1916  was  fairly  abundant,  and  on  account  of 
the  abnormal  demand  for  fruit  from  the  jam  factories  all  small 
fruits  found  a  read)^  market  at  high  prices.  Apples,  which  are  the 
most  important  fruit  crop  in  Tasmania,  were  in  excess  of  the  demand 
and  prices  became  very  low.  About  800,000  cases  were  exported  to 
England  and  for  these  prices  were  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  the 
bulk  of  the  crop,  Avhich  was  estimated  at  :),000,000  liushels,  had  to 
be  disposed  of  within  the  Commonwealth.  At  one  time  apples  did 
not  bring  over  60  cents  per  case,  which,  after  the  cost  of  picking, 
packing,  and  transportation,  left  little  for  the  gi-ower.  The^rop  for 
the  present  year,  which  did  not  exceed  2,000.000  bushels,  found  a 
favorable  market:  in  spite  of  tlic  fact  that  on  account  of  the  lack  of 
shipping  less  than  200,000  c:ises  weie  shi])i)ed  to  K'lghmd,  prices 
have  never  been  less  than  $1  per  case  nnd  at  preseiii  ;\i'(>  nround  $2 
per  case. 
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As  this  year's  crop  was  far  below  normal,  growers  are  expecting 
a  heavy  crop  next  season  and  an  embargo  has  already  been  placed 
upon  the  iini:)ortalion  of  American  apples,  so  that  the  local  crop  will 
find  the  market  bare  when  shipments  begin.  In  addition,  efforts  aro 
being  made  to  induce  the  British  Government  to  buy  100,000  cases 
(5G  pounds)  of  evaporated  apples  and  inquiri'es  are  being  made  for 
new  markets,  as  it  is  considered  doubtful  whether  any  apples  can  be 
shipped  to  Europe  next  year. 
Live  Stock  Increasing,  but  Fewer  than  in  1913. 

Though  appreciable  gains  were  made  last  year  in  the  number  of 
live  stock,  the  numbers  are  far  below  those  of  1913,  before  the  drought 
made  inroads  upon  the  flocks  of  Australia.  •  The  census  of  live  stock 
taken  on  March  31,  1913,  1916,  and  1917  shows  the  following  figures: 


Live  stock. 

1913 

1«16 

1917 

Hor'^es 

Num'bn:  ' 

a, mo 

222, ISl 
1,852,0(10 
49, 152  , 

'Number. 

41,422 

lfW,S75 

1,02?,  450 

37, 778 

Nvm'ber. 
42,  G20 
170,3  0 

Cattle 

Sheep 

1, 702  579 

Pigs  

53,033 

Wool  the  Most  Important  Animal  Product — Meats. 

Tasmania  has  more  stock  per  capita  than  the  United  States,  but 
very  little  meat  or  meat  products  are  exported  from  this  State-  As  a 
source  of  wealth  to  the  State  all  other  pastoral  pursuits  are  of  small 
importance  in  comparison  v,ith  the  sheep  industry,  from  which  the 
wool  clip  of  9,000,000  or  more  pounds  brings  in  at  present  prices 
nearly  $3,000,000.  The  1910  clip  was  sold  at  auction  and  record 
prices  were  the  rule,  but  the  clip  for  the  present  year  was  bought  by 
the  British  Government  and  although  it  was  paid  for  as  inventoried, 
a  large  part  is  still  stored  locall}^  because  ships  are  not  available  for 
moving  it.  The  British  Governuient  has  arranged  to  purchase  the 
forthcoming  clip  under  conditions  similar  to  those  for  this  3'^ear's 
clip  and  those  engaged  in  sheep  raising  are  thus  assured  of  liigh  cash 
prices  for  their  wool  regardless  of  the  lack  of  shipping.  On  account 
of  the  European  demand  and  the  losses  occasioned  by  the  drought  of 
1914,  meats  and  dairy  products  have  been  much  higher  in  Australia 
than  in  former  years,  but  as  it  is  now  impossible  to  obtain  ships  to 
send  these  products  away,  all  cold  stores  are  being  filled  rapidly  and 
it  is  difficult  to  see  how  local  prices  can  maintain  their  present  levels. 
A  reduction  in  prices  would  not  affect  many  producers  in  Tasmania, 
as  the  meat  and  dairy  industries  of  this  State  are  small  in  compari- 
son with  other  parts  of  Australia. 
Lumbering  Conditions  Unfavorable. 

The  lack  of  ships  and  the  high  freights  have  had  an  adverse  effect 
upon  the  lumber  industry.  Tasmania  in  normal  times  cut  between 
50,000,00,0  and  60,000,000  feet  of  hardwood  timber  annually,  a  mar- 
ket for  which  was  found  in  the  other  States  of  Australia  and  in 
New  Zealand,  while  small  quantities  were  sent  to  distant  markets. 
The  local  demand  is  below  normal,  and,  Avhile  the  demand  on  the 
mainland  is  less  than  in  former  j-ears,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  ships 
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to  supply  it,  and  the  New  Zealand  market  is  practically  closed  until 
shipping  facilities  improve.  These  conditions  have  caused  many 
mills  to  cease  operations,  while  others  are  working  on  a  reduced 
scale.  The  output  for  last  year  was  only  about  40,000,000  feet,  and 
it  will  probably  be  much  less  this  year.  Except  that  this  means  much 
capital  tied  up  without  any  returns,  the  situation  has  not  caused 
hardship,  as  men  released  from  lumbering  have  found  employment 
in  other  lines  of  industry. 
Production  of  Most  Important  Minerals. 

Copper  and  tin  are  becoming  more  and  more  the  mainstays  of 
Tasmanian  mineral  production,  and.  as  both  these  metals  brought 
high  prices  throughout  1916,  production  was  rushed  as  much  as  was 
possible  under  the  existing  scarcity  of  labor.  Silver-lead  ore  also 
showed  some  increase  in  production  and  a  big  increase  in  value,  but 
the  production  of  this  ore  is  small  in  comparison  with  the  pre-war 
output  and  with  the  yield  that  would  be  possible  if  there  were  facili- 
ties for  treating  the  ore.  The  production  of  gold,  coal,  wolfram, 
etc.,  was  less  than  normal.  The  year  1915  showed  large  quantities 
of  iron  pyrites  mined  in  this  State,  and  the  output  for  1916  showed  an 
increase  over  the  former  year.  As  the  Mount  Lyell  Co.  is  interested 
in  this  proposition,  there  will  be  no  lack  of  capital  to  continue  the 
enterprise.  The  production  of  the  mines  and  their  values  for  1915 
and  1916  were  as  follows: 


Minerals. 

1915 

1910 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Gold . .           

a  18, 547 

10,3S5 

7,901 

60 

2,599 

04, 536 

95 

8383, 402 

446, 205 

3,451,101 

1,786 

1,422,507 

148,029 

54,091 

5, 854 

7,094 

Tovx. 

a  15, 790 

11,229 

0. 305 

97 

•     2, 855 

55, 575 

80 

$:>26, 406 

748, 448 
4,305,339 

Blister  copper 

Copper  ore 

8,589 
1  707  421 

Tin  ore            . 

Cvii\ 

131  977 

Wolfram., 

S2,293 

Bismuth 

5,154 

1247 

0  222 

1,2S5 

8:3 

14,005 

15 

9, 241 

Slialp                    

0  258 

Barvtes '  

1,747 

Iron  pyrites 

Asbcsto": 

12, 835 

43,531 

66,170 
146 

Total 

5,964,260 

7,402  189 

a  Ounces. 

Mount  Lyell  Blister-Copper  Mines. 

Tliere  was  a  heavy  loss  in  the  quantity  of  blister  copper  recovered 
in  1916,  which  was  due  to  the  scarcity  of  labor  and  several  strikes  at 
the  Mount  Lyell  Mines,  at  Queenstown,  which  produces  nearly  all 
the  copixn-  mined  in  this  State.  In  regard  to  the  Mount  Lyell  Min- 
ing &  Railway  Co.  (Ltd.),  the  Tasmanian  Crown  Land  Guide  for 
1914  contains  the  following  information: 

At  present  a  liydroeleclric  installation  is  in  course  of  construction,  to  utilize 
the  water  power  available  at  Lake  Margaret.  7  miles  from  the  Avorks.  This  will 
be  completed  during  the  year  and  at  once  supplant  the  steam  power  plant  meu- 
tioned.  The  number  of  men  employed  at  the  mine.  Quarries,  reduction  works 
and  shops,  etc.,  is  1,600.  Smelting  operations  were  begun  in  .June,  1896.  In 
addition  to  its  own  ores,  the  company  treats  ores  purch:\sed  from  other  mines. 
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The  average  cost  of  jiiiuing.  delivery,  siueltiiii;',  and  coiivertins  (including  power, 
fuel,  lluxes,  and  all  local,  Melbourne,  and  Lc^ndon  expenses)  is  20s.  (.$4.8(565) 
per  ton  of  ore.  The  quantity  of  ore  treated  since  October  1,  1913,  is  5,337,158 
tons,  and  the  total  of  all  metal-bearing  materials  is  6.241,676  tons.  The  amount 
of  blister  copper  made  during  the  same  period  is  125,606  tons,  containing  ]  24,107 
tons  of  pure  copper,  10,394,853  ounces  of  silver,  and  316,601  ounces  of  gold. 
Tlie  company  also  possesses  at  Port  Kembla,  Now  South  Wales,  its  own  plant 
for  the  manufacture  of  the  coke  used  in  the  smelting  operations,  and  at  Yarra- 
ville,  Victoria,  at  Port  Adelaide,  Soutli  Australia,  and  at  Fremantle,  Western 
Australia,  operates  largo  chemical  works  for  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric  acid 
and  superphospliates,  and  other  chemical  manures,  etc.  The  pyrites  for  acid 
making  is  largely  derived  from  the  Mount  Lyell  Mine.  The  total  dividends 
paid  by  the  old  company  amounted  to  £996,574  (.$4,849,827).  The  new  companv 
has  paid  £1,770,0^0  ($8,613,705)  to  Juno  15,  1912.  Total,  £2,766,574  ($13,403^ 
532).  A  strike  lasting  eight  v>eeks,  which  occurred  in  Septeihber,  1911,  has 
given  the  company  a  setback,  and  operations  were  again  seriously  interferred 
witli  by  the  disastrous  fire  iu  the  north  Mount  Lyell  ]Mine,  which  took  place  on 
October  12,  1912. 

Tlie  company  lias  two  railways,  one  from  the  reduction  works  to  Regatta 
Point,  opposite  Strahau,  ]\Iacq«arie  Harbor,  and  one  from  Gormanston  to 
Kelly  Basin,  at  the  liead  of  the  harbor.  At  l3oth  it  has  adequate  wharf  facili- 
ties. The  (Jueenstown  and  Straliau  line  is  31  miles  long,  41  miles  of  which  are 
overl  iu  16  and  1  in  20  gradients,  surmounted  hy  special  engines  on  a  rack  rail 
after  the  Abt  system.  Tlie  Gormanstou-Kelly  Basin  line  is  28  miles  long. 
Total,  59  miles.  Rolling  stock,  7  adhesive  engines,  4  Abt  locomotives,  and  200 
vehicles.  Regatta  Point  is  connected  with  the  Strahan  terminus  of  the  Strahan- 
Zeeliau  C4overnment  Railway,  so  that  direct  connection  exists  between  Queens- 
town  and  the  general  railway  system  of  the  State. 

Development  Plans  of  Mount  Lyell  Mines. 

During  the  last  year  Mount  Lyell  has  become  interested  in  large 
fields  of  silver-lead  ore  near  Zeehan  and  has  promised  to  spend 
$1,250,000  on  a  plant  at  Zeehan  for  the  electric  treatment  of  these  ores 
within  six  months  after  the  end  of  the  war.  The  power  for  this 
plant  will  be  obtained  from  the  King  Elver,  where  surveys  are  now 
being  made  to  determine  the  best  location  for  a  hydroelectric  station 
that  will  be  built  and  operated  by  the  State  Government  when  the 
power  is  needed  for  the  plant  referred  to.  It  is  estimated  that  nt 
least  20,000  horsepower  can  be  obtained  at  the  King  River. 

An  American  engineer  who  has  been  manager  of  the  Mount  Lyell 
Mines  for  many  years  is  now  in  the  L^nited  Stales,  where  he  Avill  in- 
vestigate the  latest  methods  of  treating  zinciferous  ores  by  electricity 
and  will  probably  make  preliminary  arrangements  so  as  to  be  in  a 
position  to  proceed  with  the  construction  of  this  plant  as  soon  as  the 
war  is  over. 
Decrease  in  Gold  Production — Investigation  of  Scheelite  Deposits. 

The  gold  production  continues  to  diminish  from  year  to  year  and 
there  is  no  prospect  for  any  material  increase  unless  new  fields  are 
discovered.  Last  year  it  was  thought  that  a  rich  field  had  been  dis- 
covered near  Waratah,  but  upon  fuller  investigation  it  was  foimd 
that  earlier  prospects  were  not  justified. 

Interests  connected  with  the  Broken  Hill  Mines  have  been  making 
investigations  of  the  scheelite  deposits  on  King  Island.  A  small 
plant  has  been  located  there,  and  if  the  deposits  prove  to  be  of  com- 
mercial value  they  will  be  developed  on  a  large  scale. 

Value  of  Manufactures  in  1915. 

The  latest  figures  for  the  value  of  manufactures  are  for  1915,  which 
sliowed  an  al)normal  increase  over  1914.     The  following  table  gives 
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the  values  of  the  main  factoiy  products  of  Tasmania  for  1914  and 
1915: 


Classes  of  industry. 

1911 

1915 

Classes  of  industry. 

1914 

1915 

Treatins;  raw  materials — 

81,15S,212 

330, 9S0 
1,843,012 

5,15S'>o3 

4,  870,  (!61 

1,305, 2'« 

883, 294 

$1,806,405 

292.910 
1,726,414 

6,334,173 

6,245,914 

1,345,159 

935,512 

Vehicles,  saddlery,  etc 

Shipbuilding,  etc 

$727, 770 
42,446 
362, 763 
50,417 
41,336 
1,049,140 
25,252 

849<»,227 

40,037 

366, 194 

Furniture 

Drugs  and  chemicals 

Jewelry,  timepieces,  etc... 

Heat,  light,  and  power 

Minor  ware,  n.  c.  s 

Total 

74,117 

Metal  works,  macliinery. 

33,832 
786, 441 

Food  and  drink 

29, 107 

Printing,  boolis,  etc 

17,849,114 

20,514,472 

All  classes  of  manufactures  showed  gains  except  oils  and  fats, 
stone  and  claj',  working  in  wood,  vehicles  and  sacldleiy,  shipbuild- 
ing, heat,  light,  and  power,  and  a  few  minor  industries.  Especially 
noticeable  were  the  increases  in  metal  work  and  machinery  and 
food  and  drink,  a  large  part  of  which  increase  is  attributable  to 
copper  smelting,  jam  making,  and  grain  milling.  Tasmania  finds 
it  necessary  to  import  most  lines  of  manufactured  goods  from  the 
other  States  of  Australia  and  from  foreign  countries,  but  in  a  few 
articles,  such  as  copper,  jam,  flour,  beer  and  ale,  and  timber,  fair 
quantities  are  shipped  to  the  mainland  and  to  foreign  countries. 

While  statistics  for  Tasmanian  manufactures  for  1916  will  not  be 
available  for  some  months,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  large  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  factoiy  products  will  be  registered  again,  as 
prices  in  1916  were  higher  than  in  the  former  year  and  the  fac- 
tories, with  a  few  exceptions,  easily  disposed  of  all  they  could  find 
labor  to  produce.  The  amount  available  for  interest  and  profits 
in  1916  will  also  be  on  the  high  level  of  1915.  In  that  year  over 
$5,000,000  was  available  for  this  purpose,  twice  as  much  as  the  nor- 
mal rate,  although  the  value  of  investments  in  factories  showed  no 
material  advance  in  1915  over  1914,  when  all  factories  were  valued 
at  $11,308,000. 

Number  of  Factories  and  Employees — Wages  and  Value  of  Raw  Materials. 

While  manufacturers  cleared  about  twice  as  much  money  in  1915 
as  in  former  years,  fewer  factories  were  in  operation,  the  numbers 
being  as  follows:  589  in  1915,  603  in  1914,  and  623  in  1913.  The 
num!)er  of  employees  also  declined  to  8,420  in  1915  from  8,922  in 
1914  and  9.784  in  1913.  This  reduction  in  the  number  of  plants 
will  probably  continue,  as  it  is  oiten  brought  about  by  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  smaller  plants  by  the  larger  ones.  The  number  of  em- 
ployees is  likely  to  decrease  also,  as  factories  will  find  it  difficult 
to  find  labor  until  the  war  is  over.  Wages  amounted  to  $4,091,208 
in  1915,  against  $4,381,651  in  the  previous  .year,  but  the  value  of  the 
raw  materials  used  increased  from  $9,697,567  in  1914  to  $10,673,451 
in  1915.^ 

The  figures  given  show-  the  prosperit}^  enjoyed  by  manufacturers 
in  1915,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  prosperity  has  continued  to 
the  present  time.  If  shipping  does  not  become  more  plentiful  in 
the  near  future,  however,  some  factories  will  find  it  impossible  to 
dispose  of  the  large  output  of  the  last  two  years. 
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Beduced  Expenditure  on  Public  Works. 

Ill  lOlG  the  State  Goveninient  found  it  necessary  to  continue  to 
curtail  the  expenditures  upon  public  improvements,  as  it  became 
ever  more  difficult  to  obtain  money  at  reasonable  rates  of  interest. 
While  for  several  years  the  Government  has  been  expending  about 
$2,500,000  per  annum  upon  public  works,  this  sum  was  reduced  to 
about  $1,750,000  during  1916,  and  the  amount  will  be  further  re- 
duced during  the  present  year  (1917).  All  the  roads,  schools,  and 
railways  are  constructed  and  owned  by  the  State,  and  large  amounts 
of  money  must  be  devoted  to  new  works  and  improvements  each  year 
if  the  welfare  of  the  people  is  not  neglected. 

In  191G  expenditure  upon  new  railways  was  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum, while  new  highways  were  deferred  whenever  it  was  pos- 
sible to  do  so.  On  the  other  hand,  several  new  high  schools  were 
opened  in  difl'erent  towns  throughout  the  State  and  primary  schools 
were  opened  wherever  there  was  a  demand  for  them.  Work  upon 
the  hydroelectric  plant  was  carried  on  as  usual  and  work  was  begun 
upon  the  installation  of  a  new  unit  at  the  Great  Lake  to  furnish 
an  additional  8,000  horsepower,  whicli  will  l)e  needed  in  the  near 
future. 

Progress  of  Municipal  Undertakings. 

No  important  new  municipal  works  were  inaugurated  during 
1916,  but  works  under  construction  were  pushed  forward  as  fast 
as  circumstances  permitted.  In  Ilobart  work  upon  the  Ridgeway 
reservoir  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  the  tunnel  for  the 
diversion  of  the  Hobart  Rivulet  was  completed.  In  addition,  normal 
sums  were  expended  upon  the  extensions  of  trams,  streets,  sewerage, 
etc.  During  the  last  few  years.  Launceston  has  been  intent  upon 
deepening  the  River  Tamar  and  improving  the  harbor  facilities.  In 
this  work  efforts  have  been  made  to  induce  the  State  to  assume  a 
large  proportion  of  the  cost,  but  so  far  with  little  success.  On  ac- 
count of  this  contHct  as  to  which  body  should  assume  the  large  ]5ro 
portion  of  the  cost  work  has  not  advanced  so  rapidly  as  could  be 
desired.  The  breakwater  at  Burnie  is  nearing  completion ;  about  75 
feet  is  now  unfinished.  So  far  about  $700,000  has  been  expended  on 
this  mole,  while  this  and  other  hai'bor  improvements  call  for  a  total 
expenditure  of  $1,000,000. 
Industrial  Enterprises — Building  Activity  Below  Normal. 

The  most  important  private  undertaking  last  year  was  begun  by 
the  Electrolytic  Zinc  Co.  of  Australia  (Ltd.),  in  deciding  to  locate 
at  Risdon  a  plant  for  the  electric  treatment  of  zinc  concentrates  from 
the  Broken  Hill  mines.  Work  is  now  being  pushed  toward  com- 
l^letion  upon  a  ])lanl  capable  of  turning  out  10  tons  of  spelter  daily, 
and  if  this  proves  a  commercial  success  it  is  intended  to  build  plants 
with  a  daily  output  of  100  tons.  Work  was  continued  upon  the  car- 
bide plant  lit  Northwest  Bay,  which  will  be  completed  within  a  few 
months.  It  is  estimated  that  tliis  plant  will  supply  half  the  carbide 
consumed  in  Australia,  Avhich  at  the  present  high  prices  should  show 
big  profits  for  the  company.  The  Northwest  Canning  and  Freezing 
Works  near  Burnie.  v^liich  have  been  under  construction  for  several 
years,  started  operations  a  short  time  ago.  The  capacity  is  about 
hO.OOO  bnsliels. 
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Outside  of  these  works  building  operations  were  far  below  normal, 
on  account  of  the  high  cost  of  materials  and  the  unsatisfactory  labor 
conditions. 

land  for  Returned  Soldiers — Prosperous  Financial  Conditions. 

The  general  scheme  for  the  repatriation  of  returned  soldiers  con- 
temi^hites  placing  them  upon  the  land.  At  a  recent  conference  be- 
tween the  Commonwealth  and  the  State  authorities,  it  was  decided 
that  each  State  would  have  to  find  the  land,  while  the  Commonwealth 
Government  would  advance  up  to  $2,433  to  improve  the  holding  of 
each  returned  soldier  and  to  procure  the  necessary  stock  and  imple- 
ments. In  this  State  it  was  deemed  that  the  Crown  lands  would 
prove  too  difficult  to  improve  to  attract  returned  soldiers,  and  it  was 
decided  to  purchase  large  estates  and  divide  them  up  into  small 
farms  and  to  use  the  money  advanced  by  the  Commonwealth  Govern- 
ment for  buildings,  fences,  and  tools.  The  money  expended  by  the 
State  in  purchasing  the  land,  as  well  as  the  money  advanced  by  the 
Commonwealth  for  improvements,  is  a  lien  upon  the  property  and 
must  be  repaid  in  small  annual  payments.  It  was  also  decided  by  the 
Commonwealth  to  advance  money  to  returned  soldiers  who  may  de- 
sire to  rent  land.  Bills  will  be  introduced  into  the  various  Parlia- 
ments at  once  so  that  this  scheme  can  be  put  into  operation  through- 
out iViistralia. 

As  the  last  two  years  have  been  favorable  to  most  of  the  commei'- 
cial.  industrial,  and  agricultural  interests  of  th\s  State,  the  financial 
cr«ndition  of  the  people  and  the  banks  is  all  that  could  be  desired. 
The  deposits  in  the  banks  were  over  $21,000,000  in  191 G,  while  sav- 
ings banks  had  deposits  of  $7,250,000  in  addition.  There  were  no 
changes  here  in  the  banking  situation  as  a  whole  and  business  con- 
tinned  along  routine  lines,  but  as  deposits  were  larger  than  usual 
and  money  was  in  demand  at  good  rates  of  interest,  profits  were 
above  the  ordinary. 
Shipping  Difficulties, 

Throughout  1916  the  shipping  situation  offered  no  particular  dif- 
ficulties. "While  some  boats  from  London  and  from  Melbourne 
ceased  to  call  at  Hobart,  imports  and  exports  were  moved  with  fair 
regulnrity.  During  191G  the  Luckenbach  Line  of  New  York  decided 
to  make  Hobart  a  port  of  call  for  some  of  its  ships  tradino-  between 
New  York  and  Australia.  This  service,  if  continued,  will  prove  a 
great  aid  to  American  exports  to  this  country,  as  importers  could 
rely  upon  the  receipt  of  goods  at  specified  times.  One  of  these  ships 
called  at  Hobart  early  in  1917  and  another  was  due  here  recently, 
but  it  was  placed  in  the  European  trade  and  it  is  not  known  whether 
an,y  more  will  call  so  long  as  present  shipping  conditions  continue. 
Recently  very  few  ships  are  coming  to  Australia,  and  exporters  and 
importers  are  at  a  loss  to  see  how  business  can  continue  unless  means 
are  at  hand  for  exchanging  goods.  The  traders  of  Tasmania  are 
not  so  directly  affected  b}'^  the  cessation  of  over-sea  trade  as  those 
on  the  mainland,  because  the  bulk  of  Tasmanian  trade  is  indirect. 
But  if  traders  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney  can  not  ship  Australian 
produce  nor  obtain  foreign  goods,  they  will  soon  notify  Tasmanian 
merchants  that  they  can  not  purchase  the  local  products  nor  will 
they  be  able  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  local  buyers.    Already  the 
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lack  oi  ships  is  making  its  influence  felt,  although  until  recently 
ships  were  coming  to  Australia  in  fair  numbers  and  warehouses 
and  cold-storage  plants  throughout  Australia  are  reported  to  be  fiill 
of  produce  for  export  Avith  no  ships  to  move  it.  If  these  conditioiis 
continue,  production  will  diminish,  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
people  likewise  will  decrease,  and  the  demand  for  merchandise,  both 
local  and  imported,  will  suffer  heavy  losses.  Tasmania  likewise  will 
have  to  suffer,  as  the  prosperity  of  this  State  is  largely  dependent 
u]Don  the  demands  of  the  other  States  of  Australia  for  its  products. 
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